













Reducing undernutrition1 is crucial for Ethiopia’s development. Ethiopia has 
implemented multi-sectoral nutrition programmes for over a decade, with some 
success. However, challenges remain in coordination and implementation of these 
programmes. Based on an in-depth study of the political economy challenges 
facing the country’s nutrition governance structure, this policy briefing explores why 
nutrition governance has been ineffective. It makes recommendations for governance 
improvements that will accelerate Ethiopia’s reduction in undernutrition, including 
the establishment of an independent and well-equipped nutrition governance agency. 
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1 This briefing focuses on child undernutrition, including chronic (child stunting) and acute (child wasting) forms, as well as micronutrient deficiencies.

















































1. Ineffective multi-sectoral nutrition coordination
Coordination under the federal Ministry of Health – and 
regional bureaux of health – has not been working, due to:
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4. Lack of consensus on internal and external framing of 
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3. Increase funding for nutrition programme 
























5. Ensure nutrition programmes and projects start and 







Ayele, S.; Zegeye, E.A. and Nisbett, N. (2020) Multi-Sectoral Nutrition Policy and Programme Design, Coordination and 
Implementation in Ethiopia, Brighton: IDS
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (2016) National Nutrition Program II: 2016–2020, Addis Ababa: Federal Democratic 
Republic of Ethiopia 
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (2013) The Cost of Hunger in Ethiopia: Implications for the Growth and Transformation 
of Ethiopia – The Social and Economic Impacts of Child Undernutrition in Ethiopia, Addis Ababa: Federal Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia
Nisbett, N.; Gillespie, S.; Haddad, L. and Harris, J. (2014) ‘Why Worry about the Politics of Childhood Undernutrition?’, 
World Development 64: 420–33
IDS_Master Logo
